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Who we are and what we do

National Grid Electricity Distribution (NGED) is a Distribution Network Operator
(DNO) and a Distribution System Operator (DSO), responsible for distributing

electricity to eight million customers.

Electricity Distribution

Own and operate the electricity distribution networks for the Midlands, the South West and South Wales.

RO 141,672 190,000 2 million

homes and businesses Miles (228,000km) Substations Poles and towers

connected to the of wires and cables
distribution network

Electricity Transmission
Own and operate the high-voltage electricity transmission network in England and Wales.

4,484 1,585 99.999984+ LY

Miles (7,216km) Miles (2,551km) of Reliability of Electricity Substations
of overhead wires underground cables Transmission network
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Electricity

Delivering for our customers’ changing needs Distribution

Demand for Connect low carbon technologies Network reinforcement

Increased

greater

- investment
electrification Asset health maintenance Enabling the digital grid

Twice as many EV

900% increase in connection 10GW of capacity (generation First ready, first connected
requests over 5 years, with released from the connections model adopted in October
£2.1 bn being spent on new queue, with 200 shovel-ready 2023, cutting the average

connections during ED2. projects. connection date by 5 years.

connections
in the past 2 years
than in all previous
years combined.
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Electricity
Distribution

Connecting to the grid:
a year of change
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Since we last met in 2024

Appointed a new
Community Energy
Manager

Revised our strategy

Responded to
Parliamentary Inquiry
‘Unlocking Community
Energy at Scale’

Joined Community
Energy England &
Community Energy
Wales & sponsored
both annual conference
events in summer 2025

Analysed State of the
Sector Data

Building relationships
with Net Zero Hubs,
further Community
Energy Associations
and GB Energy
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Parliamentary Inquiry - Unlocking Community Energy at Scale

The Parliamentary Inquiry’s main aims are to:

* Identify potential solutions to the financial and regulatory barriers facing community energy projects, including how to

establish local supply;

« Consider the role of the Local Power Plan in supporting community energy; and

* Assess how reforms to the planning system, grid connections and the energy market could support the growth of

community energy at scale.

NGED’s Response / Recommendations

o Definition &

Register

Parliamentary Inquiry Process

Call for Evidence
Response to Call for Evidence

Series of Oral Hearings

A clear definition of

‘community energy’
established

A community energy
group register (with
rigorous criteria) created
and held by GB Energy

Connections
Process

Reform to allow
differentiated treatment
of community energy
projects in the
connections pipeline.

A modification to
Transmission Impact
Assessments to remove
barriers to community
energy groups.

Funding &
Support

Provision of greater
certainty around funding
sources and timeframes.

Exploration of shared
ownership models for
community energy
projects.

An offering for community
energy groups in terms of
commercial, technical,
and project-planning
assistance.

Market &

Licensing Reforms

The enablement of
community energy
projects to sell electricity
locally.

The development of a

bespoke community
energy feed-in tariff.

The modification of DNO
licences to treat
community energy
projects differently.




Next Steps — Establishing a new Community Energy Vision

Vision

Partner with Community
Energy bodies in both
England and Wales to
understand their
challenges.

National Grid

Working in partnership with our communities is key to being at the heart of a clean, fair
and affordable energy future. Our vision is to enable the Community Energy Sector
through working with them to understand their challenges, so that we can support them,
ensuring no one gets left behind.

Collaborate with Continue to Engage with Offer a range of Support
Community Energy governments (including to both Community
groups to understand GB Energy and Trydan Energy bodies and

what they need from us. Gwyrdd Cymru) to groups.

communicate the
challenges of
Community Energy
groups as well as
highlight the possibilities.




NGED Community Energy Vision — What does this mean?

Offer a range of Support to both Community Energy bodies and groups.

Website Connections Act as a Voice of the Community
Energy Sector

____________________________________________________

National Grid has championed for a change to
the Transmission Impact Assessment threshold
from 1IMW to SMW and we welcome the recent

announcement that these changes are now
implemented.

We recognise the challenges that our
Community Energy groups face when
developing projects, whether that be
funding, planning and grid connections
and we believe we can help to amplify
these challenges to the relevant
Community Energy bodies and
government to drive change.

A website that uses simple language and
avoids technical speech and jargon that
any member of the public can understand.

journey that our Community Energy
groups experience when developing a
project with useful links and information.

However, we acknowledge that we could do
more, and we will therefore continue to provide !
expert guidance to our Community Energy
groups through access to our Connection
Engineers either at our events or through |
Connection Surgeries. We want to take this
further and looking at providing dedicated
Community Energy support surgeries as we
continue in this Price Control Period.

A website that reflects and supports the

______________________________________________

National Grid
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Key Connections
Updates
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Connections Update (>95kW)

Connections Process — Rooftop Solar and Battery Storage G99 Changes — Effective from 01 Jan 2025

G98 connection process: G99 connection process:

Generation connections with a capacity of up to 3.68kW per phase at  Applications with an installed capacity up to 17kW single phase and ™

low voltage can be connected to NGED's network via a fit and inform  50kW three phase use a simplified, short application form. H eads Of Te rm S

process. . . . . . . . .
Commissioning forms must be sent to NGED within 28 days of inst 5 s with a capagly greater than 3 . Deta I |ed S Ite Iayo Ut p |an I nCI u d N g Slng Ie II ne

arger more detailed form is used.

NGED will send a letter confirming the system has been in d which
can be passed on to your energy supplier as evidence thgsystem has NGED must notify the Electricity System Operator (ESO) about
been commissioned and connected to the network. connections with a capacity greater than 95kW. For larger connections
the ESO may stipulate that the applicant must wait for reinforcement to
be completed on the Transmission Network.

diagram
» Detailed project plan
= Part 4 of G99 form now mandatory

G99 Fast Track connection process:

All systems compliant with G99 Fast Track must be applied for be
install. This process allows for systems with a larger installed capacity
to be connected under a simplified process.

Capacity and Export Capacity:

In some instances customers may wish to install more generation or

There are four different routes to available to connect a generation storage capacity than can be exported onto the network.

system under G99 Fast Track. The requested generation capacity will

affect the process that the application follows. The export capacity is the capacity that you can export onto the network
whilst the installed capacity is the overall capacity of the connected

Commissioning forms must be sent to NGED within 28 days of install. system.

nationalgrid eeee

Transmission Impact Assessment Threshold Changes

= |n May 2025, Ofgem approved CMP446 which raises the Transmission Impact Assessment threshold
from 1MW to SMW* in England and Wales

* Grid Supply Points that have known Fault Level issues will mean projects below the new threshold are likely to require a Transmission Impact Assessment
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NGED Connections Website

Our recent website changes are targeted for
an audience that have limited knowledge of
how to connect to our network. The language
is simple with easy to follow step by step
prompts.

» Connections by technology type

« Connections by project size

« Signpost how to contact us

e Useful Tools

e Links to LEVI

National Grid | [Insert document title] | [Insert date]

= a nationalgrid

Bringing energy
to your region

National Grid Electricity Distribution
powers the Midlands, South West and
South Wales.

We deliver reliable electricity, respond to
power cuts, and connect you to our
network to keep your life running
smoothly.

Join the BIG
conversation

Have your say in the eleciricity
network of the future.

A Find out more
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Dedicated Community Energy Support

David Witherspoon
Community Energy Manager

General Email:

box.nged.communityenergy@nationalgrid.com +44 (0) 7774 197450

| David.Witherspoon@nationalgrid.com

For specific project enquiries, please email:

nged.connectappoint@nationalgrid.co.uk

or

NGED Your Power Future - Community Energy
Appointments

@ or call:

South West & Wales: 0800 028 6229

Sarah Jeffery
Head of Community Energy &
Customer Engagement

+44 (0) 7972 934805

Sarah.Jeffery@nationalgrid.com
13

Midlands: 0800 121 4909
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